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Civil Rights 1 

To Support the Enactment of Fair Residential 
Landlord-Tenant Laws 

Sponsoring Organization: Arkansans for Fair Landlord-Tenant Laws 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Arkansas tenants have fewer rights than tenants in any other state. First, Arkansas is the only state that does not require 
landlords to make major repairs and keep rental property habitable. Second, Arkansas is the only state that exposes a 
tenant to possible eviction, criminal charges and trial if rent is as little as one day late. 

What is your solution? 

Two statutes are needed. One will impose an “implied warranty of habitability” in every residential lease. The other will 
repeal the criminal failure to vacate statute, make explicit the already existing (but uncodified) law that landlords cannot 
use self-help to evict tenants, and provide a simple, fast, fair, inexpensive civil eviction procedure. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

First, to enact these two bills (already drafted and proposed last session—see the campaign plan for the links) and 
second, to oppose any effort by the Arkansas Realtors Association and any other groups to further restrict tenants’ 
rights. Our policy objectives are to achieve enactment of two laws—an implied warranty of habitability and a repeal of 
the criminal eviction statute coupled with a fair, fast, inexpensive civil eviction procedure. These bills already exist and 
were introduced last session. See http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Bills/HB2135.pdf (an implied 
warranty of habitability) and http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Bills/SB600.pdf (a civil eviction 
procedure). Our organizational objectives are to continue our web and Facebook pages. Our Facebook page has over 
1,000 likes. We are adding members with whom we communicate regularly and hope to form into an action network 
around the state. 

Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. 

The Arkansas Realtors Association, through their lobbyists, seem to have a chokehold on the legislature. Efforts to enact 
this legislation, which has broad public support, and even the support of many landlords, have failed in 2013, 2015, and 
2017. Thus, we may not achieve our goal in 2019. We would support an initiated act if proposed legislation continues to 
fail. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

Every other state in the country as a warranty of habitability, and no other state criminalizes failure to pay rent. National 
outlets such as VICE News, Al Jazeera America, and Human Rights Watch have reported on these laws and the 
negative impact they have on renters. Given that nearly 1/3 of all Arkansans rent their homes, the absence of 
protections for renters poses potential problems for hundreds of thousands of people in our state each year. 
Several studies have been conducted on these laws, including research into the public health impact, a survey of 
how districts courts around the state deal with criminal eviction cases, and court case filing data. 

Analyze your issue — As described above, all other states have a warranty of habitability and no state criminalizes 
failure to pay rent. The Human Rights Watch, national media such as VICE News and Al Jazeera America, and 
local media such as KATV have reported on this state of affairs and resulting hardship on renters. The Pew 
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Charitable Trust, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and Kresge Foundation funded an investigation on how lack 
of repair impacts health of 

Arkansas tenants (see https://indd.adobe.com/view/7ed83743-67b9-406f-b86c-4a12a315d39a). This report used data 
to determine how current Arkansas law impacts the public health of Arkansans, particularly children. Arkansas 
legal aid services represent many Arkansas tenants each year. We hear anecdotally from attorneys who turn 
tenants suffering the effects of no repair away, because the law is so unbalanced.  

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? 

As far as countering opponents’ arguments, see below, but it’s really more a case of countering opponents’ money. The 
Arkansas Association of Realtors has a PAC fund. One legislator told a landlord we know that he was sympathetic 
to the issue but received so much money from the Realtors Association that he could not vote against them. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? The base is the one-third or so of Arkansans who rent. Grasstops include the Center for Arkansas 
Legal Services, Legal Aid of Arkansas, Arkansas Community Organizations, Arkansas Advocates for Children and 
Families, Arkansas Access to Justice Commission, Central Arkansas ReEntry Coalition, Faith Voices Arkansas, and 
potentially (they have been at times) the Landlords Association of Arkansas. 

 

Who are your potential allies? Local governments; entities for economic development; public health entities; children’s’ 
advocates; advocates of the poor. 

 

Who is neutral but moveable to your side?  

Who is your opposition? Those who oppose us have few arguments, and basically gave them up in 2017, instead using 
subterfuge by introducing bills that looked like they would help tenants but actually would not. The 
counterargument heard the most is that Arkansas has the lowest rent in the U.S. (it is routinely either the lowest 
or second or third lowest in the annual surveys) and that if landlords must comply with an implied warranty of 
habitability will cause rents to soar. This argument implies that Arkansas landlords all keep their premises in 
extremely bad condition, which is not true. Good landlords already comply with everything an implied warranty 
of habitability law would require. Also, those states with very low rent similar to Arkansas all give their tenants 
more rights. Opponents of reform seem unable to comprehend that landlords in the other 49 states carry on 
business and comply with the laws that people here object to as being so onerous. We used a Myths/Facts 
handout during the last session. It is posted on our website. 

 

Who are your lawmaker targets? We need to persuade Republicans to get what we want. We have two so far who have 
said they will support us. Both are running unopposed. The Governor appears to support an implied warranty of 
habitability, based on his actions during the last session, but to our knowledge he has not made any public 
remarks. 

 

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? Money: we do not have any money. Information: we have ample 
information. People: we have Democratic legislators on our side but need to work on Republicans. Republicans 
running unopposed will be the best bet. Relationships: we have excellent relationships with Democratic 
legislators and good or fair relationships with a few Republicans. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? There are only a handful of us at this point, almost all of 
whom work full time. We have a website (fairpropertylaws.org) and a Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/arkansaslandlordtenantlaw/) but don’t update these enough. We need to build members 
and improve communication, and begin communicating directly with any legislators who will listen to us. 
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Civil Rights 2 

Juvenile Diversion Program 

Sponsoring Organization: Gould Organizing Project 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Reforming the Juvenile Rehabilitation System 

What is your solution? We recognized that some youth commit serious offenses and may need to be confined within a 
secure setting, but research has shown that many youth in the juvenile justice system are there for relatively minor 
offenses, have significant mental health issues, and end up in out-of-home placement or on probation by default. 
Diversion programs are alternatives to initial or continued formal processing of youth in the juvenile delinquency 
system. 
 
Diversion programs are typically designed to provide youth with experiences that are different from traditional juvenile 
justice experiences. Diversion decisions and activities usually occur at the earliest stages of involvement in the juvenile 
justice system; however, diversion initiatives can be put in place at later stages of justice processing with the primary 
goal of reducing costly out-of-home placements. 
 
The structure and operation of diversion programs vary, but the overall goals are typically the same: namely, to address 
delinquent behavior informally in the community in an effort to prevent subsequent offending. Some diversion 
programs are established to provide specialized programs to better meet the needs of youth with mental health and/or 
substance abuse concerns. Typical services provided for youth and families in diversion programs include one or more of 
the following: 
Screening and assessment 
 

● Education and tutorial services 
● Victim awareness classes and activities 
● Service learning programs 
● Substance use education and counseling 
● Job skills training 
● Mental health treatment 
● Crisis intervention 
● Family counseling 
● Parenting skill development 
● Supports for rebuilding family relationships 
● Quality recreation and organized sports programs 

Such an education plan is what we need today in place of one that herds all children through a public school system 
without honest consideration of the ability or interest of the child. 

 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

Who is impacted by reforming the Juvenile Rehabilitation System 

1. The Juvenile 

2. Families of incarcerated juvenile 

3. Victims and family of victims 

How would reforming the Juvenile Rehabilitation System effect Arkansas 
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1. It will divert non-violent offenders to vocational education as a condition of probation rather than incarceration 
Reduction of Incarceration cost 

How would reforming Juvenile Rehabilitation System help 

2. Reduction to the State in incarceration cost 

3. Providing trained personal to the workforce 

Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

● 90 % of youth offenders are non-violent 

● Incarcerating teens raise the risk of reoffending 

● The cost of incarceration of one juvenile for one year is $68,000 

● While incarcerated, juveniles get little to no “applicable” training 

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? Arkansas families of incarcerated juveniles 

Who are your potential allies?  

Who is neutral but moveable to your side?  

Who is your opposition? Victims’ families, Department of Education 

Who are your lawmaker targets?  

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? STRATEGY AND WORK PLAN 

● The Southeast Arkansas Coalition will assist with base building 

● Social Media, Newspaper and Press Conferencing to get the word out 

MEDIA PLAN 

● Southeast Arkansas Coalition will educate the member groups on campaign plan to get press releases 
and rally community support locally; KABF Radio 

FUNDING 

● Research grant current funding for vocational schools 

● Reallocate ADC or DCC funds 

● Research current local and county budgets on juvenile justice and reallocate funding 

● Legislative allocation of funds 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome?  
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Civil Rights 3 

Make ACT 570 Retroactive 

Sponsoring Organization: Inmate Justice Project 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Arkansas drug sentences are to harsh and need to be aligned with the 2011 legislation that was passed by the Arkansas 
Legislative, ACT 570. 

What is your solution? The goal of the campaign is to induce the legislative to pass what we are calling the 
Over-punished Drug Offenders Relief Act. The purpose of the act is to make the reduced drug punishments of ACT 570 
retroactive.  

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. Ensure the legislative acts in order to reduce 
sentences for drug offenders currently serving time, reduce the prison population, and save tax-payers money 

Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? Nationwide there have been over 30 million drug arrests 
just since 1995. Since the beginning of the “War On Drugs” in 1971, over 50 million people have been arrested. 
Over 400,000 have been arrested in Arkansas. Billions of taxpayer dollars are being spent every year and 
hundred of millions have been spent in Arkansas, enforcing the Controlled Substance Act. Enforcement has been 
strict and extreme punishments have been imposed. 

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? Public hearings and education is necessary to inform the public on 
the failed attempts to combat drugs and to make the point that the war on drugs is a civil war. Minorities are adversely 
affected by harsh drug sentences that are being handed out. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? Arkansas families of incarcerated drug offenders. 

Who are your potential allies? Decarcerate Arkansas 

Who is neutral but moveable to your side?  

Who is your opposition? Conservative lawmakers and prosecuting attourneys. 

Who are your lawmaker targets?  

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? A petition that has been circulated amongst affected families and 
a statewide network of incarcerated individuals. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? 
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Election & Government Reform 1 

Upgrading Arkansas’s Voter Registration System to Create 
Greater Accessibility 

Sponsoring Organization: League of Women Voters of Arkansas 

What is the issue you want to address? The Center for American Progress graded Arkansas an “F” when evaluating 
ballot accessibility for eligible voters.  There are several different changes that would improve the costly and inaccurate 
paper system we use.  Studies show that online registration is the primary way to expand voter rolls while reducing 
costs, increasing government efficiency, and building more complete and accurate voter lists. 

What is your solution? 

Legislation is needed to expand all registration to online.  40% of Arkansas voters currently register online when getting 
a driver’s license and action should be taken to make that 100%.  Thirty-eight other states have full voter registration 
online.  Preregistration of 16 and/or 17 year olds has also shown to increase voting activity over time as well and might 
be included with the legislation. 

 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 2020 is going to be a very critical election. 
Ways to increase voter registration are needed to counter the negative effect of Voter ID requirements.  With the large 
influx of people moving into the state and an increasing interest in young and minority voters, modernizing our 
registration process is needed to facilitate greater participation. 

 Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. Not at this time. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

No state has ever addressed this specific issue. Fifteen states including a neighboring state of Missouri have passed 
legislation requiring that all ballot initiatives address only a single issue. The thought would be to move a piece 
of legislation that requires all ballot initiatives to only address one issue and then attach language that would 
require ballot initiatives to be written in language reflecting a 3rd grade reading level. 

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? Voting base of Arkansas 

Who are your potential allies?  

Who is neutral but moveable to your side?  

Who is your opposition?  

Who are your lawmaker targets?  

What resources/strengths does your campaign have?  
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● Research articles and studies on the use of online voter registration and preregistration. 
● Review Arkansas Law regarding the current system; find legislation passed in other states providing for online 

registration and preregistration 
● Develop a one-page talking points handout and other materials useful across the state to promote the idea. 
● Create a survey questioning Secretary of State Candidates and legislative candidates about support for online 

registration to increase voter accessibility.  Develop bipartisan interest for sponsoring or co-sponsoring a bill. 
Would they promote this in their campaign? 

● Survey online voter registration attitudes of County Clerks, County Election Boards, Party Leaders, Chamber of 
Commerce Officials and Political Science Instructors. 

● Provide programs to organizations about voting accessibility and suppression with emphasis on promoting 
online registration. 

● Submit Letters to the Editor and guest articles to explain advantages. 

 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome?  
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Economic Development & Justice 1 
Create A Level Corporate Tax System in Arkansas Using 

Combined Reporting 

Sponsoring Organization: Buffalo River Indivisible  

What is the issue you want to address? Arkansas loses corporate taxes when corporations with national scope of 
operations shift income to other states. State revenues are reduced. Programs suffer. 

What is your solution? Adopt combined reporting of parent and subsidiary business entities and apportion combined 
income through tax accounting practices common in 25 states (2017). 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign.Find a sponsor to propose legislation that would 
adopt combined reporting for Arkansas corporate income tax, move out of respective Revenue and Taxation 
Committees and then to a vote to pass into law. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? Tax evasion affects the state budget and the state budget 
could more adequately support social welfare and education programs. I believe that it may be possible to find 
estimates of the benefits to state budget from combined reporting even if efforts of the current administration 
to cut tax rates proceed. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? Rural Arkansas 

Who are your potential allies? Arkansas based corporations whose tax burden is at a disadvantage due to tax shifting 
accounting tactics used by national corporations who do business in Arkansas. The Governor could further 
legislation as an administration bill again to reduce the tax disadvantage of Arkansas based businesses. I've 
reached out to a prior administrative official and knowledgeable journalists to identify legislative sponsors and 
external allies. 

Who is your opposition? Americans for Prosperity, a national anti-tax lobby with Arkansas chapters, and the Arkansas 
Chamber of Commerce may oppose even though Arkansas business interests would have a level field to 
compete with national businesses. 
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Economic Development & Justice 2 

Creating a State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 

Sponsoring Organization: Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 

What is the issue you want to address?  Arkansas continues to struggle with high poverty rates, and especially high child 
poverty rates. It is very hard to move up the income ladder in our state. A state EITC would help balance out our very 
regressive tax structure, while also helping children and families move permanently out of poverty. 

What is your solution? A refundable, state Earned Income Tax Credit in Arkansas would supplement the very successful 
federal version which helps working families across the nation make ends meet with credits at tax time. The credits are 
usually spent on catching up on bills, furthering education, or providing essentials for kids. A state EITC would be a 
powerful new anti-poverty and tax fairness tool in Arkansas, a tool that has proven to be successful in 29 other states 
and DC. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

1)        To get a refundable EITC included in the Tax Task Force Recommendations due September 2019. 
2)        To enact a refundable state EITC in the 2019 session 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

EITCs help people get and keep jobs. Individuals have to work to receive an EITC, and for the lowest income families, the 
credit increases with every dollar of earned income. That aspect encourages people to work and helps them move 
up the income ladder. Promoting work also lowers the need for social safety net programs. 
EITCs reduce poverty for good. Increased wages from the “pro-work” aspect of the EITC make it the single most 
effective program for reducing child poverty because when parents do better, kids do better, too. The EITC is 
responsible for lifting 6.2 million people out of poverty every year, including 3.2 million kids. 
EITCs improve outcomes for children across the board. Increases in EITCs have been linked to improved infant 
and maternal health, better test scores for elementary and middle school students, a better chance at attending 
college, and higher salaries decades down the road. 
EITCs improve the local economies where families live. Tax credit refunds are often spent close to home on 
things families need, like school clothes and supplies. Economists estimate that for every $1 in EITC, there is a 
$1.5 to $2 impact on the local economy. 

 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? An indication of broader support for the EITC comes from the April 2018 poll released by AACF. This 
poll found more than three out of four (79%) Arkansans – including 79% of independents and 72% of 
Republicans – support enacting a state-level EITC. The Arkansas Tax Task Force also heard from two national 
groups from each side of the ideological spectrum, who both recommended an EITC as one of the best, most 
direct ways to improve tax equity. 

Who are your potential allies? In addition to growing support from the business community and moderate 
conservatives, AACF has also worked with partners to expand support from health advocates. With partners 
from the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, AACF has teamed up with Children’s Health Watch to 
launch a Health Impact Assessment of a potential EITC in Arkansas. Generally, the EITC is more well-poised for 
success in the upcoming 2019 session than it has been in the past decade. This is due to growing institutional 
knowledge of the EITC among Arkansas lawmakers, the growing popularity of EITCs across the nation, increased 
support from allies in the business and health sectors and better alignment among our network of partners. 
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Who is your opposition? There is still plenty of misinformation regarding the EITC and tax policy in general among 
lawmakers. Our opposition comes mostly from conservative legislators who feel that a state EITC would make 
Arkansas more vulnerable to fraudsters. Although the evidence shows that this is not the case, we still hear this 
issue come up continually. 

Who are your lawmaker targets? Members of the House and Senate revenue and tax committee 

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? Solid research that supports this policy issue, a network of 
anti-poverty advocates, as well years of work already laying a foundation of understanding on this issue. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? State budget constraints and misperceptions among some 
legislators 
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Economic Development & Justice 3 

Defeat Upper Income Tax Cuts 

Sponsoring Organization: Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 

What is the issue you want to address? Corporate tax cuts and personal income tax cuts for high income earners will 
come at the expense of low and moderate-income children and families, resulting in cuts to important programs they 
rely on. The budget passed by the legislature in 2018 does not come close to meeting important budget needs for 
children and families in a range of areas, including pre-K, juvenile justice, afterschool and summer school programs, 
targeted tax relief for low-income families (like a state Earned Income Tax Credit), and adequate funding for K-12 
education and facilities, to name but a few.  Nor does it come close to meeting the state’s growing infrastructure needs 
for highways and roads.  The major reason for current unmet needs in the budget are three successive rounds of tax cuts 
in 2013, 2015, and 2017 that are now reducing state revenue by nearly $300 million annually (including the Beebe tax 
cuts of 2013). While praising the work of the current Legislative Tax Reform and Tax Relief Task Force, the Governor 
unveiled his tax proposal for the 2019 session. He proposes reducing the top individual income tax rate today from 6.9 
percent to 6 percent, a change that would only benefit upper-income taxpayers earning more than $75,000 in net 
income. For this group of taxpayers, the rate reduction would apply to net income they have greater than $35,100 (the 
income level at which the top rate of 6.9 percent kicks in). With an estimated cost of $180 million, this change would 
have huge implications for the state budget. 

What is your solution? We want to block any upper-income tax cuts proposals that could threaten our state budget in 
the coming years. There remain many unresolved issues threatening the state budget in Arkansas, and large tax cuts for 
the wealthy (such as the $180 million upper income cut proposed by Governor Hutchinson) would make these issues 
worse. To complicated this, during the last two sessions there were no successful bills to encourage online retailers to 
collect sales tax and therefore level the playing field for brick-and-mortar stores in our state. There was also no clear 
solution for our ongoing highway funding issues, although a change to the fuel tax was proposed. It is possible that these 
types of loose ends can be resolved through the Governor’s Arkansas Tax Reform and Relief Task Force, which was 
created as part of his low-income tax cut this session. This task force could, however, lead to further budget-busting tax 
cuts for upper-income earners. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. The goal is for the General Assembly and 
Governor to understand the adverse impact tax cuts will have on low and moderate-income children and families, and to 
vote against/minimize corporate tax cuts and tax cuts for high income earners. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? Numerous academic studies find no correlation between 
state tax levels and various measures of economic performance like income growth, firm formation, job 
creation, and net household migration. Other studies have found that higher taxes are associated with better 
economic performance when they finance higher-quality education and better infrastructure. CBPP 
Other states (like Kansas and North Carolina) tried upper income tax cuts and are not better off for it. North 
Carolina’s k-12 school funding is still behind pre-recession levels after adjusting for inflation, their college tuition 
is up 42% following state cuts, and their schools are having a class size crisis. Kansas school districts were forced 
to end the school year early due to budget cuts. Kansas had lagging employment and the state’s bond rating was 
downgraded twice because of budget problems. In 2016, three years after the North Carolina tax cuts, 
employment and wages were both below average. 2017 numbers show that North Carolina is still struggling 
with growth, with higher than average unemployment rates and slowing job growth.  
People don’t move because of minor changes in state tax codes. “The vast majority of academic research using 
sophisticated statistical techniques concludes that differences in state tax systems and levels do not have a 
significant impact on interstate migration” CBPP Mazerov 2014 
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A 2016 study showed millionaires are even less likely to move than other people. Those with incomes above $1 
million show a migration rate of 2.4% - the national average is higher at 2.9%. The most likely demographic to 
move is those earning below $10,000 annually. Of those millionaires who did move, only 2% seemed to be 
motivated by tax reasons. Stanford study 2016 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? A recent poll from AACF found strong support for investing in families over cutting upper income tax 
rates. When asked which is better for the state, Arkansans strongly prefer investing in programs that benefit 
many (51%) over cutting taxes for wealthier families (33%). 

Who are your potential allies? AACF is working to improve upon our revenue coalition in preparation for the upcoming 
2019 legislative session. As has been mentioned, there are multiple threats to general revenue that are almost 
certain to come up (tax cuts, infrastructure needs etc). This revenue coalition will be composed of a diverse 
group of stakeholders, and will be critical to pushing back against dangerous upper-income tax cuts. The goal of 
the coalition is to ensure the state fulfills its responsibility to invest in programs that provide important services 
and improve the quality of life for the people of Arkansas. 

Who is your opposition? National groups like the Tax Foundation continue to visit the Arkansas Tax Task Force and 
recommend upper income tax cuts in the name of remaining “competitive”. The Arkansas Center For Research 
and Economics also visits the Tax Task Force and other legislative tax committees to recommend upper-income 
tax “reform”. Despite evidence against the success of these tactics, the ideas remain appealing to many 
legislators. 
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Economic Development & Justice 4 

Deter Wage Theft 

Sponsoring Organization: Faith Voices Arkansas 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Over six in ten Arkansas poultry workers (62%) report experiencing violations of wage and hour law. Reported violations 
included miscellaneous wage deductions, problems receiving complete pay for all hours worked, nonpayment of wages 
or overtime, and unpaid lunch breaks that lasted less than 20 minutes. These findings suggest strongly that real wages 
for these workers are lower than reported government estimates and that workers in these jobs are particularly 
vulnerable to harsh, exploitative working conditions. 

What is your solution? 

Increase enforcement of wage and hour laws: Policymakers should increase penalties for wage theft and increase 
enforcement resources, to ensure that workers actually receive the pay they are due. This enforcement should include 
greater investigation and exposure of payroll cards. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

Continue to raise awareness of incidents of wage theft occurring specifically but not limited to the poultry industry. Pass 
legislations that would require employers to provide employees a pay stub upon request of the employee. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

In February 2016 N.W. Ark. Workers Justice Center published a report that documents several occurrences that 
could be classified as wage theft. Other wage and hour violations experienced by workers included the 
following:  35% of all workers reported deductions from paychecks for supplies. 8% of workers reported not 
being able to clock in immediately when arriving at work and not being able to leave as soon as they clocked out. 
26% of workers reported not being paid for the time it took to put on protective gear. 12% reported not 
receiving overtime pay for working over 40 hours a week. 40% of workers reported that they were not paid for 
hours worked; 76% reported this to a supervisor and 9% reportedly took no action. U. S.-born workers were 
more likely to report confronting their bosses about issues like this. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? In 2012, the Census Bureau estimated that Independence County, Sebastian County, and Washington 
County — the counties with the greatest concentration of poultry workers — all had 2,500–4,999 employees in 
the poultry processing industry. Benton and Washington Counties have the highest number of poultry factories, 
with Benton County having 10 and Washington County having seven. Washington County is the only county with 
two establishments of 1,000 or more employees. One large facility of 1,000 or more employees can be found in 
each of Benton, Carroll, Crawford, Hempstead, Howard, Jefferson, Johnson, Sebastian, and Sevier Counties. The 
racial and ethnic demographics of northwest Arkansas, the locus of poultry processing, contrast sharply with the 
state’s demographics as a whole. The state, overall, is over 70% white and non-Hispanic, with African American 
representing another 15% of the population and Latinos 7%. However, Benton and Washington Counties have 
relatively small African American populations and much higher numbers of Hispanic and Latino residents, at over 
16% of the counties’ populations. The foreign-born population of these counties is also higher than average, 
with 11% foreign-born residents contrasted with the state’s average of only 4.5%. 
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Who are your potential allies? Possible Labor unions 

Who is neutral but moveable to your side? Uniformed public and legislators who do not understand the circumstances 
that poultry workers are facing 

Who is your opposition? The Chamber of Commerce 

Who are your lawmaker targets? Legislators whose districts have a large number of constituents employed by poultry 
plants 

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? Last session there was bipartisan support for this issue and it was 
defeated in the final days of sessions. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? The public is largely uninformed about the conditions inside 
the poultry plants that workers are facing. 
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Education 1 

Education for Healthy Relationships and Healthy Youth  

Sponsoring Organization: Planned Parenthood Voters of Arkansas 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Arkansas currently ranks number 1 in teen births; tenth highest for Syphilis cases; eleventh highest for Gonorrhea; and 
eighth highest for Chlamydia.  

Currently, there is not a statewide policy that requires evidence based, comprehensive sexual health education in public 
schools 

What is your solution? 

Arkansas students need legislation mandating evidence based, comprehensive sexual health education in public schools 
that includes information on both abstinence and contraceptive usage, while also providing information on 
communication skills and healthy relationships. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

Legislation mandating evidence based, comprehensive sexual health education in public schools passed in the 2017 
legislative session. 

Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

Currently, Arkansas is ranked highest in the nation for teen births (3,782 Arkansas youth ages 15 – 19 gave birth in 
2014); eighth highest for Chlamydia; tenth highest for Syphilis; and eleventh highest for Gonorrhea.  Despite 
46% of high school-aged teens self reporting that they are sexually active, there is no legislation requiring 
evidence based, medically accurate, and age appropriate sexual health education in public schools.  Presently, 
sexual health education varies widely throughout the state, with most school districts implementing either no 
sexual health education (17% of high school aged teens report receiving no information in school regarding AIDS 
or HIV infection) or abstinence only sexual health education.  

Teen pregnancy plays an enormous role in whether or not a young girl finishes high school and attends college.  The 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy reports that only 40 percent of teen mothers 
graduate from high school and fewer than 2 percent finish college by the age of 30.  Children of teen mothers 
perform worse on many measure of school readiness, are 50 percent more likely to repeat a grade, and are 
more likely to drop out of high school than children born to older, more prepared mothers.  

Evidence based sexual health education stresses abstinence and gives young people the information and skills they need 
to delay sexual activity, and protect themselves when they are ready to become sexually active – thereby 
reducing the incidence of sexually transmitted diseases and unintended pregnancy.  Research has shown that 
evidence based sexual health education reduces risk behaviors and a teen who has received evidence based 
sexual health education was 50% less likely to experience pregnancy than those who received abstinence-only 
education.  The most recent national data from all U.S. states with information on sex education laws or policies 
clearly show that abstinence only education as a state policy is ineffective in preventing teenage pregnancy, and 
may actually be contributing to the high teenage pregnancy rate in the U.S. 

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? 
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Evidence based, comprehensive, age appropriate sexual health education teaches that abstinence is the best method to 
prevent sexually transmitted diseases and unintended pregnancy, while also teaching about condom and 
contraceptive usage to reduce the risk of unintended pregnancies and infection of sexually transmitted diseases, 
including HIV.  It also teaches interpersonal communication and relationship skills to empower young people 
with the ability to explore their own personal values, goals, and vision for the future. 

Evaluations of comprehensive sexual health education programs show that these programs actually help youth delay 
sexual activity, reduce the frequency of sexual activity, reduce the number of sexual partners, and increase 
condom and contraceptive use.  A teen who received evidence based sexual health education is 50% less likely 
to experience pregnancy than those who receive abstinence only education.  

Sexually transmitted diseases and unintended pregnancy among teens bring high social and economic costs.  The effects 
can be lifelong for a young person and for every Arkansas taxpayer.  Sexually transmitted diseases in a woman 
can cause cancer, pelvic inflammatory disease, infertility, pregnancy problems, widespread infection to other 
parts of the body, organ damage, and even death.  Parenthood is the leading cause of school dropout among 
teen girls and perpetuates the cycle of poverty.  A child born to unprepared teen parents is also more likely to 
end up in foster care and suffer abuse and neglect.  

Evidence based sexual health education saves the state money.  In 2010, birth to Arkansas teens cost state taxpayers an 
estimated $129 million.  For every dollar invested in family planning, the state saves taxpayers $7 down the road 
on the costs associated with unintended pregnancies. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base? Planned Parenthood Voters of Arkansas currently has 9700 members and approximately 40,000 
individuals across the state support Planned Parenthood of the Heartland. 

According to polling conducted in late 2012, Arkansas voters are very supportive of teaching evidence based sex 
education in public schools.  By a more than 2:1 margin, voters want education to include information about 
contraception and birth control. 

Who are your potential allies? The Women’s Foundation of Arkansas recently held a summit focusing on women and 
girls in Arkansas.  Implementing evidence based sexual health education in public schools was determined to be 
one of the top three priorities of the Health Workgroup.  

Other allies include the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Natural Wonders Reproductive Health Workgroup, the Arkansas 
Department of Health Family Health Branch, State Board of Education (particularly Kathleen Courtney), and 
AAUW. 

Teachers and school nurses have sought guidance for teaching sexual health education for years and many, if not most, 
would be supportive of such legislation. 

Who is neutral but moveable to your side? Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families typically remains publicly 
neutral on any issues concerning teen pregnancy.  However, a focus on the educational attainment perspective, 
as well as negative health outcomes for teen mothers might move them to take a more public stance. 

Focusing on the healthy relationships and anti-bullying aspect of evidence based sex education might also move Just 
Communities of Arkansas to take a more supportive stance. 

Arkansas Center for Health Improvement recently put out a policy briefing focusing on the problem of teen pregnancy in 
Arkansas. 

Who is your opposition? The Family Council and extremely conservative legislators are often opposed to these efforts. 
Parents without the knowledge of what evidence based, age appropriate sexual health education might also 
initially push back. 
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Who are your lawmaker targets? We have a handful of strong legislative champions, including Rep. Ferguson, Rep. 
Leding, Rep. Tucker, Rep. Flowers, Rep. Bennett, Rep. Blake, Rep. Sabin, Sen. Elliott, Sen. Chesterfield, and Sen. 
Flowers.  

There is support building among Republican/conservative lawmakers for preventing teen pregnancy, including Rep. 
Hammer, Sen. Irvin, and Rep. Lundstrum (who co-sponsor a bill last session with Rep. Ferguson regarding teen 
pregnancy prevention efforts in 2 and 4 year public colleges and universities). 

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? Currently, there is a lot of momentum around the state from 
various groups regarding teen and unplanned pregnancy prevention.  Planned Parenthood is committed to this 
work and we have thousands of supporters around the state to engage.  We are currently in the process of 
scheduling and hosting at least 2 community conversations in Northwest and Central Arkansas to begin engaging 
supporters and hearing from leaders in the community. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? Despite thousands of supporters around the state, Planned 
Parenthood currently employs only one organizer and one public policy manager/lobbyist.  Therefore, staff is 
very limited on how much direct engagement can be done due to limited staff time, particularly in the state’s 
more rural areas in Southern and Eastern Arkansas.  Planned Parenthood is also limited in terms of financial 
resources for mailers, pushcards, etc. for a much needed public education campaign regarding what evidence 
based, age appropriate sexual health education is. 

Additionally, Planned Parenthood’s name carries a stigma and negative connotation within some communities in 
Arkansas.  Planned Parenthood is prepared to guide the work of committed groups but a strong grassroots effort 
is what will be needed to garner legislative support for a viable sexual education proposal. 
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Education 2 

Educational Equity and Professional Licenseship 

Sponsoring Organization: Arkansas United Community Coalition 

What is the issue you want to address?  

Educational Equity and Professional Licenseship in Arkansas. Thousands of Arkansas high school graduates are unable 
pursue higher education for a multitude of reasons. A great number of them are unable or challenged in doing so for one 
reason in particular resulting from their inability to provide documentation of authorized presence in the U.S.. 
Discovering pathways to pay for their education is made extremely difficult because as a result of their status they are 
still unable to access federal or state aid even if they meet all of the other criteria related to G.P.A. or ACT Score. 
Although efforts have been made through a program known as DACA to provide these students with a social security 
number (for working purposes) and an AR Driver’s license (a.k.a. documentation of authorized presence) they are still 
confronted with up to three times the regular tuition rate than their peers regardless having graduated from AR High 
School and as aforementioned, now having some type of documentation. Additionally, if an undocumented or 
DACAmented student were to gain entry to an institution of higher ed and graduate, in certain fields they are faced with 
another setback of not being able to receive, or sometimes even pursue their professional licences. Arkansas needs 
attorneys, teachers, doctors and more and to limit these students abilities is to limit Arkansas as well.  It does not make 
sense for our state to continue to cut short the potential of these students by placing such limitations on their 
ambitions. 

What is your solution? 

This component of educational equity and professional licenship  can be achieved through 4 possible methods: A bill 
must be passed by both houses of the AR legislature, the governor must overturn AR previous policy in regards to 
in-state tuition and add a component about professional licences, the state board of higher education to similarly pass 
an in-state tuition and professional licenses resolution, or for public colleges and universities to change their own tuition 
policy. 

Define your short term (2-year) legislative objectives for the campaign. 

We have been building a coalition since January through EngageNWA to define the issue and garner support.Will be 
working this summer to secure sponsors and will additionally be hosting meet and greets with candidates in August and 
September to gather additional support. November and December we will work with sponsors to be ready for the 
session.  Will meet with Bishop Taylor on January of next year to continue gathering support from key stakeholders. 

Does your campaign have long-term (6-year) objectives? If so, define. 

Policy Analysis 

What evidence do you have of your problem and solution? 

We have documented and shared many stories of students affected by these policies. Private scholarships are highly 
competitive in our state because they are one of the very few resources these students have in paying for their 
education. Educators and counselors across our state witness thousands of students disappointment when they 
learn of these tremendous setbacks to their aspirations for their future.  

Only 20.1% of Arkansans (age 25+) have a bachelor's degree or higher, percent according to most recent U.S Census 
Bureau Quick Facts. http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/05000.html 
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According to the National Immigration Law Center, “public colleges and universities are inconsistent in their treatment 
of such students. […] If they are admitted, students in most states are charged out-of-state tuition, which is 
several times the in-state tuition rate, (Pg. 1) 
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/instate-tuition-basicfacts-2014-06.pdf 

In the last 3 AR legislative sessions in which similar proposals have been made we have been able to collect thousands of 
signatures in acknowledgment that these barriers are unfair and a better solution should be put in place that 
allows for equal access to higher education in our state. Twenty states in the U.S. currently offer in-state tuition 
to Undocumented or DACAmented students. Sixteen states achieved this through state legislatures and four by 
state university systems. 

According to Education Pays 2013: The Benefits of Higher Education for Individuals and Society: 
https://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/education-pays-2013-full-report.pdf 

 “Federal, state, and local governments enjoy increased tax revenues from college graduates and spend less on income 
support programs for them, providing a direct financial return on investments in postsecondary education,” (Pg. 
5). 

 “College education leads to healthier lifestyles, reducing health care costs,” (Pg. 6). 

“The unemployment rate for individuals with at least a bachelor’s degree has consistently been about half the 
unemployment rate for high school graduates, (Pg. 9). 

 “Among both those who are employed and those who are not, the amount of time mothers spend on their children’s 
activities increases with levels of education, (Pg. 30). 

 According to the National Immigration Law Center: 

 “It is a discount, but in fact the money paid by these students actually tends to increase school revenues because it 
represents income that would not otherwise be there.” 

How do you counter your opposition’s arguments? 

In state tuition for Arkansas students (regardless of status) does not offer a special benefit to Undocumented or 
DACAmented students nor does it place these students above students from other states. These students are 
still unable to receive state or federal aid, this simply would allow them to pay the same total as their peers per 
credit. 

Campaign Analysis 

Who is your base?  

Who are your potential allies? College and University presidents, professors, teachers, counselors, existing and 
potential lawmakers. 

Who is neutral but moveable to your side?  

Who is your opposition? Anti-immigrant groups 

Who are your lawmaker targets?  

What resources/strengths does your campaign have? Our stories and testimonies of educators and professionals who 
want to see AR reach it potential by offering all of our students the same rate for education. 

What weaknesses does your campaign need to overcome? This campaign would have to be strategic in name and 
messaging as to not be put down due to the relevance and relationship of the DREAM Act and the negative 
connotations that have arisen with it due to misinformation. 
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